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BECKY BALDERSTONE 
Founder & Owner of Ripe

As founder and owner of Ripe, the region’s pioneer of local, seasonal, organic and farm-fresh produce, Becky Balderstone lives, sleeps and breathes the adage ‘you are what you eat’.

Moving to the UAE from the UK in 2006, Becky enjoyed a successful career in marketing, as part of the launch team for Blackberry Middle East as well as other FMCG brands before choosing to go it alone and follow a passion she has always dreamed of.

After meeting her husband, a landscape architect, the couple saw a gap in the market for locally produced, organic food, which was readily available from UAE farms, yet there were few retail channels for this fresh food to be brought to the masses. 

Starting off the Ripe business in 2011 with ‘seasonal veggie box’ deliveries prepared from one of her farms, Becky quickly grew the Ripe concept into what it is today; a successful retail brand running four weekly farmers markets, a retail and online store in Dubai, as well as deliveries of fresh, organic fruit, vegetables and a wide range of other organic products across the UAE.  

A short time after forming Ripe, Becky became a mum for the first time and now has two beautiful babies, Freya and Buddy, who most definitely are being ‘raised with Ripe’. Becoming a mother was Becky’s motivation for founding her community based education programme, ‘Raising with Ripe’, which sees the brand’s participation in regular community and school events across the UAE, as well as school visits and workshops on the importance of healthy lifestyles and knowing more about the food we eat.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Becky lives in Umm Sequim with her husband and two children…soon to be three children!

-Ends-
For more information please contact pr@ripeme.com or call 04 380 7602, ripeme.com | facebook.com/ripeuae | instagram.com/ripefresh|twitter.com/Ripeme
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